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So the joint resolution was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE OPEN
FOR ALL CITIZENS

(Mr. OBEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I simply
take this time to explain for the
RECORD why I have cast the only vote
against the proposition the House just
voted on. I did not vote no because I
was opposed to the proposition; as I
said during debate, no one was opposed
to the proposition. But House rules dic-
tate if I were to be in a position to
offer a motion to recommit that I need-
ed to vote ‘‘no’’ on final passage.

I did so because I felt strongly that
we should not only open the govern-
ment for the services provided in the
resolution, but should also open the
Government for the purpose of other
services that could be provided by the
veterans department, and all other
government employees as well.

The motion that I offered included
all of the language of the original reso-
lution, plus the additional language
that would have opened up other func-
tions of the veterans department, pro-
viding those services as well, and
opened up all other agencies of the gov-
ernment which remained closed.

So for procedural reasons, to protect
my right to offer that language which
included all of the language provided in
the original resolution, I was required
by the House rules to vote ‘‘no.’’.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
PRIVILEGED RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING DEFICIT REDUCTION AND
ACHIEVE A BALANCED BUDGET
BY FISCAL YEAR 2002
Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.

Speaker, I have a privileged resolution
at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi making a notice?

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. I have a
privileged resolution at the desk. As
you know, the Chair can either bring
this up immediately——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would advise the gentleman from
Mississippi that there is no privileged
resolution at the desk.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I have a
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania will state
his inquiry.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, the in-
quiry that the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania has is, has his privileged mo-
tion been properly noticed?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair believes that the gentleman is
trying to properly notice his resolution
as privileged.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Mississippi [Mr. TAYLOR].

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I am informing the Chair of
my intention to serve a privileged reso-
lution before this body, and as the
Chair knows, under the Rules of the
House, the Chair may bring this up im-
mediately or may ask for a 2-legisla-
tive-day delay on this matter.

Since the matter involves the highest
privilege of the Members collectively,
and that is the privilege of doing our
constitutionally mandated responsibil-
ity of providing for the budget in the
appropriations of this country, I would
ask for its immediate consideration.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, we have
no budget before this country, and
300,000 good people are wondering
whether or not they are going to get
paid.

We have a job to do. We are 81 days
late in fulfilling our legal responsibil-
ity of providing for a budget for this
country. The budget that was passed
has been vetoed by the President.
There are not sufficient votes to get
the two-thirds majority to override the
President, and it is my intention to
submit, as a result of that, privileged
resolution H.R. 2530, commonly re-
ferred to as the coalition budget, in an
effort to break this impasse.

I would like to point out that under
rule IV of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, Questions of Privi-
lege, clause 1 states questions of privi-
lege shall be, first, those affecting the
rights of the House collectively. Arti-
cle I, section 9, clause 7 reads, and I am
guoting, ‘‘No money shall be drawn
from the Treasury but in consequence
of an appropriation made by law.’’

Obviously, we cannot solve this budg-
et impasse until we have passed and

the President has approved a budget.
Today marks the 81st day that this
Congress has been delinquent in fulfill-
ing our statutory responsibility of en-
acting a budget into law; and again,
one has passed, but short of the two-
thirds majority needed to override the
presidential veto.

Mr. Speaker, by failing to enact a
budget into law, this body has failed to
fulfill our most basic constitutionally
mandated duties. This Congress has
failed to appropriate the necessary
funds to fulfill the vital functions of
our Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Mississippi suspend?

The Chair would advise the gen-
tleman, the gentleman needs to make
notice to the House of his resolution.
The Chair would ask the gentleman to
state his notice.

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I am doing so in telling my
fellow Members.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Could
the gentleman from Mississippi read
the title of his resolution in order to
give notice to the House?

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Sir, as of
today, I am introducing the coalition
budget, H.R. 2530, to provide for deficit
reduction and achieve a balanced budg-
et by fiscal year 2002, as a privileged
resolution and request its immediate
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
rule IX, a resolution offered from the
floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as
a question of the privileges of the
House has immediate precedence only
at a time or place designated by the
Speaker in the legislative schedule
within 2 legislative days of its being
properly noticed. That designation will
be announced at a later time.

In the meantime, the form of the res-
olution proffered by the gentleman
from Mississippi will appear in the
RECORD at this point.

The Chair is not at this point making
a determination as to whether the res-
olution constitutes a question of privi-
lege. That determination will be made
at a time designated for consideration
of the resolution.

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Will the
Speaker recognize me for a unanimous-
consent request?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would advise the gentleman that
the title will appear in the RECORD.

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. The
Chair has fulfilled my request.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

Mr. BROWDER Mr. Speaker, I have a
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state it.

Mr. BROWDER. Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. TAY-
LOR] has filed a motion, and I under-
stand that the Chair has ruled that this
will be dealt with by the Speaker in
the next 2 days.
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My inquiry is this: Does this mean

that before we leave this Friday that
this request will be scheduled by the
Speaker so that the people of this
country will not go through Christmas
without a budget for the U.S. Govern-
ment?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would advise the gentleman that
consideration will be scheduled within
2 legislative days by the Speaker.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state it.

Mr. WALKER. In the action that just
took place here a few minutes ago with
regard to the privileged resolution, is
the totality of the privileged resolu-
tion, namely the budget offered by the
gentleman, going to be printed in the
RECORD, or just the title?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair stated earlier the title of the res-
olution would be printed in the
RECORD.

Mr. WALKER. So the totality of the
resolution would not be printed?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
title of the bill will be printed, not the
totality.

Mr. WALKER. I thank the Chair.
Mr. TANNER. Parliamentary in-

quiry, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman will state it.
Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, how

much notice would the Chair give to
the sponsor of the resolution? Would it
be tomorrow or would it be Friday, or
is it impossible for the Speaker to so
advise at the moment?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair intend to give adequate notice to
Members.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members are
recognized for 5 minutes each.
f

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT WALKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. FOX] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise on this occasion to speak to
my colleagues about someone very spe-
cial who has been working very hard
for this House and this country and the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for 20
years. I speak of Congressman ROBERT
WALKER who announced this week that
he would not be seeking an 11th term
in the House of Representatives.

There is no one I can think of pres-
ently, in Congress or in recent years,
who has been more of a deficit hawk, a
budget hawk, or a U.S. Representative
extraordinaire. His expertise on par-
liamentary rules has been the best, and
for many of us, like myself, he has been
a role model for how to be a U.S. Con-

gressman when it comes to constituent
services and legislative advocacy.

His 10 terms of outstanding service to
the people of Chester County and Lan-
caster County in Pennsylvania have
certainly shown just what an outstand-
ing Congressman can do for his State
and his community. He is Pennsylva-
nia’s favorite son, ROBERT WALKER, a
champion.

As chairman of the Committee on
Science, he has worked to increase re-
search for health care, for jobs, and for
science. This is a man who loves this
institution, who has respected its tra-
ditions, its history. It seems appro-
priate that the House now stands, Mr.
Speaker, poised on the verge of passing
a balanced budget for the first time
since 1969, and that with Congressman
ROBERT WALKER, his inspiration, his
spirit, his drive, his enthusiasm have
helped to sustain all Members of the
House who believe that we can balance
this budget, that we can in the next
few days or weeks come to an agree-
ment with the President of the United
States and the Senate in helping our
children, our grandchildren, to pass a
balanced budget.

We know from Alan Greenspan that
by passing a balanced budget we will
reduce interest rates and thereby re-
duce the cost of home mortgages, car
expenses and college costs. The bal-
anced budget is what we need for our
country, and ROBERT S. WALKER, the
outstanding Congressman from Penn-
sylvania, will help lead us there, as he
has through many fights, to make sure
we maintain fiscal responsibility in
this country.

I am proud to yield to the gentleman
from Arizona [MR. HAYWORTH], for his
comments.

Mr. HAYWORTH. I thank my good
friend from Pennsylvania, and I would
join him in the remarks of respect and
affection for our colleague, BOB WALK-
ER.

Mr. Speaker, through C–SPAN, mil-
lions of Americans have been able to
see the expertise and the grace and the
exemplary conduct with which ROBERT
WALKER has comported himself on this
floor. While it was his brother, Wally,
who grew to a taller height and start-
ed, both at the University of Virginia
and the National Basketball Associa-
tion, and still labors in the front office
of the Seattle Supersonics, I think it is
safe to say that BOB WALKER has al-
ways stood tall, both for the people of
Pennsylvania Dutch country, and more
importantly, for the entire citizenry of
the United States.

With that, I would yield back to my
colleague from Pennsylvania, [Mr.
FOX].

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. I would
yield to the gentleman from California
[Mr. HUNTER].

Mr. HUNTER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding, and let me just say that
everybody holds BOB WALKER in great
esteem.

I am reminded of a story by Jack
Kemp when he was on a plane in the
Caribbean, and somebody saw him and

started to come toward him, saying,
are you a Member of Congress. Jack
figured here was another guy coming
to recognize him, the potential Presi-
dential candidate and a well-known
sports star and Congressman; and when
Jack Kemp said, I am, the guy said,
well, then you must know BOB WALKER.
I have seen him on C–SPAN.

All of us have seen BOB on C–SPAN,
but what a lot of folks have not seen is
that BOB WALKER is a guy who was al-
ways here to help anybody who comes
out on the House floor, who has a legis-
lative initiative. Whether you are a
freshman or a Member who has been
here for 16 years, Bob is always gra-
cious, always willing to help, and
maybe most importantly, always ready
to fight for you.

I can remember when we did the all-
night special orders, and BOB would al-
ways be the guy that volunteered for
the slot from 2 a.m. to 3 a.m. in the
morning. That takes a lot of guts.

A great American, and it is a real
tragedy that he is leaving this House, a
wonderful friend of all of us.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. I am hop-
ing this special order will change his
mind.

I yield to the gentleman from Geor-
gia, Congressman KINGSTON.

Mr. KINGSTON. I feel that I am a
second-generation special order guy; I
know that I am walking down a trail
that was blazed by BOB WALKER and
NEWT GINGRICH and JACK KEMP and
DUNCAN HUNTER and a lot of guys be-
fore use who got a lot of people in the
habit of watching C–SPAN, but more
importantly got people to tune in to
the issues of reducing the size of Gov-
ernment, providing tax relief, welfare
reform, cutting down on Government,
micromanagement out of Washington,
and increasing personal freedom and
responsibility, and I attribute that to
BOB WALKER.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker, for your indulgence
and thank you, BOB WALKER, for being
a great American and a great Congress-
man.

f
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THE BUDGET DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHRYSLER). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida [Ms. BROWN] is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
older Americans have fought this coun-
try’s wars, built its cities, reared its
children and tilled its soil. They de-
serve much and need much. So said the
late Claude Pepper, who served Florida
for 15 years in the Senate and 26 years
more in the House. He was a true
champion for the seniors of Florida and
this country.

Mr. Speaker, we all agree that we
were sent to Congress to pass a respon-
sible budget. But I do not believe we
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